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control a runaway engine by applying the brakes.

Thus, at all relevant times, Toyota had full knowledge of the numerous
complaints regarding its vehicles, that such vehicles were susceptible to
mncidents of sudden, unintended acceleration, and thus such vehicles posed a
significant risk of injury and death to vehicle occupants, other motorists, and
pedestrians.

On August 28, 2009, a 2009 Lexus ES350 vehicle, driven by California
Highway Patrolman Mark Saylor, and carrying his family, experienced an
instance of unintended acceleration. Mr. Saylor’s brother-in-law called 911
from the back seat of the vehicle and said “the accelerator is stuck...we’re
approaching an intersection.” Moments later, the Saylor family was dead.
The national attention garnered by this tragedy caused Toyota to finally,
publicly, acknowledge that unintended acceleration was an issue in Toyota

vehicles, yet, it still attempted to minimize the damage.

On or about September 29, 2009, Toyota announced a recall of 3.8 million

vehicles, which was later expanded to 4.2 million vehicles, due to what
Toyota claimed was an issue with aftermarket or improperly installed floor-
mats causing unintended acceleration of its vehicles.

In a press release issued regarding the recall, however, Toyota unequivocally
stated “no defect exists in vehicles in which the driver’s floor mat is
compatible with the vehicle and properly secured.”

On November 3, 2009, ABC News’s Nightline program focused its attention
mi the unintended acceleration of Toyota vehicles. Significantly, individuals
interviewed during their program gave lie to Toyota’s claims that all
unintended acceleration problems could be traced back to improper driver’s
side floormats.

For example, the program interviewed Elizabeth James, a driver of a Toyota

Prius, who stated:
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