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received.” This statement to regulators was false, as “company records show
that Toyota had received numerous complaints about the problem before that
date,” including ones as far back as the year 2000. In 2005, it was finally
forced to recall over 1 million vehicles with that part, a full five years after it
knew of such complaints in the United States. “Japanese police, in an
investigation of the defect, said that Toyota employees had known about the
problem since 1992, and should have initiated a recall immediately”
(emphasis added).

The same Times article reports that a former Toyota lawyer who handled
safety litigation, Dimitrios Biller, has sued Toyota alleging that it engaged in
a “calculated conspiracy to prevent the disclosure of damaging evidence” as
part of a scheme to “prevent evidence of its vehicles shortcomings from
becoming known.”

Beginning in the late 1990s, Toyota manufactured, distributed and sold
vehicles with an electronic throttle control system (“ETC”).

Unlike that of traditional throttle control systems, where a physical cable
connected the accelerator pedal to the engine throttle, under the ETC system,
the engine throttle is controlled by electronic signals sent from the gas pedal
to the engine throttle. A sensor at the accelerator detects how far the gas
pedal is depressed and transmits that information to a computer module
which controls a motorized engine throttle. The computer module determines
how far the accelerator is depressed, and, in turn, tells the engine throttle
motor how far to open the throttle valve.

When Toyota first introduced the ETC, they continued to include a
mechanical linkage between the accelerator and the engine throttle control.
Beginning with the 2001 model year, however, Defendants began
manufacturing, distributing, and selling vehicles without such mechanical

linkage.
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